
Promoting and addressing life issues affecting the general welfare of older 

gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (GLBTI) 

 individuals.  

EUCHRE 

 

Hi everyone! Our next 

euchre will be on Sun-

day, June 7th.  We are 

really enjoying our new 

space at the South 

Wedge Planning Com-

mittee building, 224 Mt. 

Hope Ave. corner of 

Hamilton. Euchre is 

free for RSWNY mem-

bers and $3.00 for non-

members. Be sure to 

RSVP to Ginny by the 

Friday before euchre at 

585-473-4765 to reserve 

your spot. Time is 3pm.  

 

Rainbow Seniors’ 

Swim 

 

For members only, 

every Tuesday from 

5:30-7:30pm.  Call 585-

544-2633 for directions. 

 

Coffee & Conversation 

 

Still in the coffee mode. 

Be sure to join us on 

Saturday, June 13th at 

10 am for coffee & con-

versation. The location 

is Equal=Grounds, 750 

South Avenue. This 

would be a good time to 

talk all things Pride. We 

hope to see you there. 

 POTLUCK: ELECTIONS & BIRTHDAY PARTY 

 

Happy birthday, Rainbow Seniors!!  It’s hard to believe we will 

begin our 7th year on July 1, 2009.  Come celebrate with us at our 

next potluck on Sunday, June 21 at 4 pm as we reflect back on 

our accomplishments. And we need you there, members—it’s 

time to vote for four board members and vote on the new bylaws. 

Even though it’s still Spring, this month’s food theme is Prepare 

for Summer, so bring summer-type foods.  Dress in your favorite 

summer shorts or hat. Pride, and Summer, are just around the 

corner! We ask that those with last names beginning with M-R, 

please help with set up, and those with last names beginning S-Z, 

please help with clean up.  Makes it more enjoyable for all of us 

if we all pitch in.  Thanks. 

HAPPY 7th BIRTHDAY TO RAINBOW SENIORS! 

 

OUR SINCERE APOLOGIES 

 

Due to some unforeseen circumstances, the last two newsletters 

were a little late.  We are working to make things better. I will be 

staying on as editor, but you will see more articles written by 

other people.  Thanks to Sherlea, Pam, Marilyn, and Tony for 

this month’s articles.                                      

I am also looking for an assistant, so if you are interested, please 

let me know. It takes a lot to get the newsletter out each month, 

and I can no longer do it on my own.  

If you have something you would like to put in the newsletter, 

please let me know. My email address is  

brian746@rochester.rr.com. Deadline for articles is the day of our 

potlucks. 

Do you still get your newsletter by mail but now have email? 

Please let us know, as you always receive the newsletter faster 

via email, plus it cuts down on our costs. Thank you! 

 

 -Brian Hurlburt, Editor- 
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PRESIDENT’S POST 

 
This past Memorial Day weekend was full of beautiful and pleasant hours. It was great to have 

sun, comfortable temperatures, and time to work outside in the garden. I hope most of you were 

able to be out and enjoyed time with your gardens and/or with family and/or friends. 

 

This is a very busy and exciting time for RSWNY, Monroe County, and NY State. My letter will 

be long so that I can describe several of them.  

 

Many members of RSWNY voted at the May potluck or are sending in (or calling) their votes for 

affiliating with SAGE. The results will be reported during the June potluck annual meeting. 

Thank you all for taking the time to vote on this important issue. SAGE has been accepted onto 

the National Leadership Council of Aging Organizations, another additional benefit should 

RSWNY become an affiliate. 

 

Most of you remember that RSWNY sent in a proposal for a one-time grant (seeking about 

$50,000). The review of 54 proposals is complete, with 10 being selected. Signatures are being 

added within the state departments/offices. We expect to know if we will receive a grant or not 

by the end of May or beginning of June. 

 

Check the newsletter for how to register for the fall Euchre Tournament. We want to fill the 

room and definitely will have a great time. Ginny Dekin is the coordinator for this great new RS 

event. Do check the newsletter for other great news, like birthdays in June, results of the dance, 

etc. A member-only annual event is also in the works. We hope to schedule that for late fall. 

 

Pride events are being planned for July. Check RocPride@gayalliance.org or call 585-244-8240 

for more information. Volunteers are needed. If you can provide an hour or two for any event, 

please do. 

 

NY State is closer than ever to passing the Marriage Equality bill. It has passed in Assembly, 89 

to 52. This is the second time the bill has passed in Assembly (May 12) but with a larger margin 

this time. Danny O’Donnell led this bill through with same-sex couples receiving the 1,324 rights 

and protections provided through a NYS marriage license. Awareness and understanding has 

been crucial to aid in passing this bill. The Assembly, Republicans and Democrats, are putting 

pressure on the Senate to act, to end second-class status for gay and lesbian families in New 

York. LGBT New Yorkers and allies from across the state, including the New York State AFL-

CIO and nearly 500 clergy and lay leaders, will be working to secure the needed votes in the 

State Senate to pass the marriage bill by the end of the legislative session. Please voice your 

support for the bill to your senator and stay tuned for the results. 

A couple of months ago, you were asked to participate in a ESPA Health and Human Services 

needs assessment for senior LGBTI persons in NYS. It was a survey, several pages long. Thank 

you to those who participated. There were 2,000 LGBT seniors across the state participating, 

and given the short turn around time frame, this was a strong representative number. The state-

wide needs assessment report is in its final stages. A draft of the report was submitted to the 

ESPA Technical Assistance Committee, and feedback was returned to Somjen Frazer, our con-

sultant. Somjen is taking the feedback into consideration as she finalizes the report. A release 

date is set for early June.  

 

During our May potluck, Kelly Clark, Program Director for the GAGV Anti-Violence Project 

(AVP), 585-244-8640 x19, safe@gayalliance.org, presented information on the project. It was very 

informative and well received. The following information may be of interest to you. AVP is look-

ing for volunteers to join the AVP Summer Street Team.  The Street Team will pass out AVP ma-

terials at bar crawls, summer festivals, Pride events, and the Public Market this summer, all in 

an effort to get the word out about the services. Complete the interest form found on the GAGV 
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web site if you are interested. 

 

Silence about violence is our community’s biggest enemy. Those who aim to hurt us count on 

our silence. Our silence perpetuates our own victimization. If you are a victim or you know 

someone who is and report it to the AVP, not only do you break the silence, you take the first 

step toward healing. Report bias, harassment, hate violence, relationship violence, family vio-

lence, HIV-related bias/violence, rape, sexual assault, pick-up crimes, or any incident that leaves 

one feeling hurt, victimized, or unsafe. 

 

Whether the police are called, a report is made to campus security or a Human Resources de-

partment or not; whether the perpetrator was a stranger, pick-up, co-worker, date, partner, or 

family member, report it to the AVP. The report can be made anonymously or by leaving confi-

dential contact information. 

 

Have you been trying to go more green since my last letter? Here are some more ideas you may 

wish to incorporate:  

¶ When you come to RSWNY (or other community events), bring your own coffee or cold drink 

container rather than using plastic or styrofoam. 

¶ Do you use plastics? #2 HDPE, #4 LDPE, and #5 PP are the best types of plastic. They trans-

mit no known chemicals into your food and they're generally recyclable. Number 2 HDPE is 

commonly accepted by municipal recycling programs. It may be more difficult to recycle #4 and 

#5 containers. 

¶ Number 1 containers are fine for single use and widely accepted by municipal recyclers. 

Avoid reusing #1 water and soda bottles, as they're hard to clean, and because plastic is porous, 

these bottles absorb flavors and bacteria that you can't get rid of. 

Plastics made from renewable resources such as corn, potatoes, and sugar cane, and anything 

else with high starch content, are good to use, although you can't recycle them. You can compost 

them in a municipal composter or in your backyard compost heap. 

Bottled water contributes to excessive waste and costs us a thousand times more than water 

from our faucet at home. It is no safer or cleaner. Victoria Kaplan, senior organizer with Food 

and Water Watch, a nonprofit organization, recently launched a Take Back the Tap campaign to 

get consumers to ditch bottled water. A 1999 Natural Resources Defense Council study found 

that, with required quarterly testing, tap water may even be of a higher quality than bottled, 

which is only tested annually. 

Finally, to end my letter, ImageOut is presenting a Pride Week special event - an evening of 

comedy with Suzanne Westenhoefer, Saturday, July 11th, 8:00pm (doors open at 7:30pm) at the 

R.I.T. Inn & Conference Center, 5257 West Henrietta Road, Henrietta, NY. General admission 

tickets are $25 if purchased by June 30 and $30 after June 30 and at the door. 
 

Have a wonderful rest of May and June, my friends. I will not be with you at the annual meet-

ing/potluck in June. I am attending my 50th HS reunion, June 20th, and family reunions before 

and after the HS blast. 

 

Marilyn 
 
 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

Judith C.  6/1 

 

Micky T.  6/1 

 

Eileen B.  6/13 

 

Tony P.  6/13 

 

Carl D.  6/20 

 

Geneva F.  6/30 

 

Robert P.  6/30 

 

 

 

LIFESPAN 

 

Lifespan, 1900 S. Clinton 

Avenue, is an organiza-

tion offering an array of 

general education work-

shops regarding aging. 

Contact JoAnne Sims  at 

244-8400, ext. 475 to get 

more information, and 

register or email 

jsims@lifespan-roch.org. 

 

Fee-based topics include: 

Å Spirituality and aging 

Å Coping with grief and 

loss 

Å Housing options and 

levels of care 

Å Leaving a Legacy 

Å Growing Wiser (a na-

tionally certified 6 hour 

workshop focused on 

mental health) 

Å Emotional impact of 

caregiving 

Å Advance directives 

Å and many more 

 

Workshops on special top-

ics are $75 per session. 

July 12- Rainbow Flag Raising - City Hall 

July 13- Youth Pride Dance (ages 13-23) 

July 17- Pride Kick-off - The Strathallen 

July 18- Pride Parade - Park Avenue 

July 18- Pride Festival 

July 19- Pride Picnic - Genesee Valley Park 

Go to gayalliance.org for times and locations 

RAINBOW SENIORS’ EUCHRE TOURNAMENT 

 

Did you mark your calendar for Sunday, September 13th? It is the 

Rainbow Seniors euchre tournament. Time is 2pm and the location 

is Temple B’rith Kodesh at 2131 Elmwood Avenue in Rochester. 

Space is limited, so registration is required. Please call Ginny at 585-

473-4765 to register.  The entry fee is $15.00, and our cash prizes will 

be $100, $50, and $25.00. No partner is needed to play. The last date 

to register is Tuesday, September 8th. 
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CIEE LOOKING FOR HOST FAMILIES 
 

The Council of International Education Exchange (CIEE) is seek-

ing host families for the school fall semester. Students range in age 

from 15-18 and attend local school. This is a volunteer program and 

students are placed at the discretion of the host family for a 5- or 

10-month placement. My partner (Chuck) and I hosted a foreign 

exchange student from Germany this school year. You may have 

read our story in the May edition of the “Empty Closet.” Being a 

host family is an awesome experience. I am now a local placement 

coordinator for the CIEE program. If you are interested in becom-

ing a host and want more information, give me a call at 585-703-

9078 or email rtony13@aol.com.   -Tony Perri- 



Page 5 June 2009 

Empire State Pride Agenda’s Equality and Justice Day 

 
  

April 28, Tuesday morning, at 10 o'clock, Sue and I joined 2000 other GLBT activists for the 

opening of the Empire State Pride Agenda’s Equality and Justice Day. Most of the attendees 

had gotten up early in the morning and boarded buses from all parts of the state to rally and 

lobby for equal rights and protections for all GLBT people. This was the largest E&J Day ever; 

it was, in fact, sold out. As in other years the people in attendance were not all GLBT. We also 

had lots of straight allies, members of the clergy, union leaders, and family members. We all 

were there to push for Dignity for All Students, GENDA, and Marriage Equality. Governor 

David Paterson gave the welcoming speech. The crowd went wild when he walked out on the 

stage with loud applause and shouts of “David, David!” which continued periodically through-

out his remarks. The Governor left no doubt that he is firmly behind Marriage Equality and the 

other GLBT equal rights bills.  

  

This was the second time that Sue and I had heard him in as many days, as we were lucky 

enough to attend a reception at the Governor's Mansion the night before. The reception was for 

the members of the Boards of ESPA, and our major donors. I am a member of the ESPA Foun-

dation Board. It was quite a thrill to walk into the Governor's Mansion. This was the first time 

that the mansion had ever hosted a GLBT event. Alan Van Capelle, Executive Director of ESPA, 

and the Governor spoke, and Sue and I were able to get our picture taken with the Governor 

and enjoy some good New York State wine. It was a pretty neat event.  

  

This was one of the most organized E&J Day's I have attended. The Pride Agenda deserves 

credit for the way in which they handled the huge crowd. After the Governor, Senator Tom 

Duane also gave a rousing speech and really excited the crowd when he talked about his com-

mitment to Marriage Equality and the other bills. I did not hear any of the other speeches, as 

the Board Members went off to a meeting with Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. This was a 

pleasant meeting where we all got to introduce ourselves and thank the Speaker for his sup-

port in the passage of all three bills—Dignity, GENDA, and Marriage Equality by the State As-

sembly. I also missed some of the outside rally at noon time. I understand that Bishop Singh, 

the Rochester Episcopal Bishop, was very good. During lunch the Board also got a chance to 

meet with Senate Majority Leader Malcolm Smith. Leader Smith also reaffirmed his support 

for all three bills but was honest in saying that the Democrats alone, with their one vote major-

ity, do not have enough votes to pass any of the bills without Republican support. Therefore, it 

is important that we all continue to impress upon our local Republican Senators that we want 

them to vote for GLBT equality.  

  

Another highlight for me was going with a group of 80 Alesi constituents to the Senate lobby 

where the Senator joined us for a discussion. During that discussion he stated that he is in fa-

vor of the Dignity for All Students Act and is in favor of GENDA. He also stated that due to the 

political nature of the situation in Albany, with the Democrats having only a one vote majority, 

he would not make his position on Marriage Equality public prior to a vote. The fact that he 

came off the Senate floor to speak to us was a fairly amazing thing. He needs to be thanked for 

his position on GENDA and Dignity and continually encouraged to vote for Marriage.  

  

Overall Sue and I had a great visit to Albany. I encourage all of you who can possibly do it, to 

attend next year. Hopefully it will be a victory rally with a lot of thank you’s to our local and 

other legislators.  

 

 

 -Pam Barres-  



121 N. Fitzhugh St 

Rochester, New York 14614 

Phone: 585-325-1640 

E-mail: rswny@rainbowseniorswny.org 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  2  3  4 5 6 

7  

Euchre @ 3pm  

8 Office/ 

Drop in 5:30 -

7:30p  

9 Members 

only swim 

5:30 -7:30pm  

 

10  11  

 

12  13  

 C&C @ 10am  

14  

 

15  16 Mem-

bers only 

swim 5:30 -

7:30pm  

17  

 

18  

 

19  20  

21  

 Potluck @ 

4pm  

22  23 Mem-

bers only 

swim 5:30 -

7:30pm  

24  

 

25  

 

26  27  

28  
29Office/ Drop 

in 5:30 -7:30p  
30 Members 

only swim 5:30 -

7:30pm  

31     

JUNE 2009  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RAINBOW SENIORS, OR IF YOU NEED 

TRANSPORTATION FOR EVENTS, PLEASE GIVE US A CALL AT 585-

325-1640 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE. CHECK OUR WESITE AT: 

  rainbowseniorswny.org   

  ___ Donor $50 ___ Sponsor $75 ___ Patron $100 ____ Leader $250 ____ other amount 

Of course, your support at any level is greatly appreciated. 

We would like to recognize your contribution in our newsletter. Please check here ____ if we may.  

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE:__________________________ E-MAIL:__________________________________________  
 

RSWNY is a non-profit organization and your contribution is tax deductible to the extent authorized by law.  

Please send your support to RSWNY, 121 N.Fitzhugh Street, Rochester NY  14614. Thanks for your donation. 
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RSWNY offers social and life-enriching programs, events and net-

working. We strive to promote positive images of growing older and 

advocate for the rights of the older GBLTI communities. Our mem-

bers are from Rochester, the Finger Lakes Region, the Southern 

Tier, and Buffalo. 


